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What This 
Presentation Will 

Cover

● Types of Land Grabs 
● How Private & Public Land 

Aren’t Safe
● Rules Inviting Land Grabs 

by Federal Gov’t + Crony 
Capitalists



#1 — What is Behind New 
Land Grabs?? s



How New Mexico Will Be Impacted
● Executive Orders
● Rulemaking from Agencies

○ Bureau of Land Management & Securities and Exchange 
Commission

● Crony Corporatism Between Government & Financial Asset 
Managers 
○ Environmental, Social, Governance (ESG) investing 

masquerading as market demand
○ Institutional farmland ownership



Biden Executive Orders
January 2021: Executive Order on 
Protecting Public Health and the 
Environment and Restoring Science to 
Tackle the Climate Crisis

●  Sec. 216.  Conserving Our Nation’s 
Lands and Waters: America the 
Beautiful (30-by-30) 

■ “To achieve the goal of 
conserving at least 30 
percent of our lands and 
waters by 2030.”

■ Antiquities Act



UN Agenda 2030

Source: https://sdgs.un.org/goals

“The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015, 
provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity 
for people and the planet, now and into the future.”



NM Signs Onto 30-by-30
● New Mexico has its own 30-by-30 plan signed by MLG Fall 2021



Biden Executive Orders Con’t

January 2021: Executive Order on 
Protecting Public Health and the 
Environment and Restoring Science to 
Tackle the Climate Crisis

●   Sec. 223.  Justice40 Initiative: “certain 
Federal investments might be made 
toward a goal that 40 percent of the 
overall benefits flow to disadvantaged 
communities.”

Concern: Government meddling in property 
rights & public lands access



Biden Executive Orders Con’t
● April 2022: Executive Order on Strengthening the Nation’s 

Forests, Communities, and Local Economies
○ Accounting for Ecosystem Services in Benefit-Cost Analysis - August 2023

■ Office of Management and Budget’s Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) issued first-ever guidance on factoring in 
“Ecosystem services” in cost-benefit analysis for rules and reg.

■ Ecosystem Services: things that nature provides to us—i.e. timber, 
pollinators, forests, and wetlands—without a supposed cost. 

■ Natural Assets: “durable physical or biological elements of nature” 
that endure and add to “current or future economic production, 
human enjoyment, or other services people value.”

Concern: Government assigning a monetary value on nature



Impact on New Mexico 
A. Counties opposed federal & NM 

Governor’s 30 by 30 declarations
i. 44% (33.9 million acres of 

NM’s 77.7 million acres) is 
private-held

B. Forbid new oil and gas leasing and 
mining claims for 20 years within 
10-mile radius of Chaco Culture 
National Historical Park

C. BLM Conservation & Landscape Rule 
would impact access to 13.5 million 
acres managed by the agency.

D. Mimbres Peaks National Monument - 
245K acres for a new monument



#2 — Agency Rulemaking 
Impact on Lands Access in 

New Mexico 



Federal Agency Rules Impacting Lands Access

● BLM Conservation Landscape & Health Rule - Summer 2023
○ To put “conservation” on equal footing with multiple-use management of federal 

lands
● Securities and Exchange Commission Natural Asset Companies 

Listing Designation - October 2023 
○ To create new New York Stock Exchange listing greenlighting Natural Asset 

Companies



BLM Rule Implications
● 13.5 million potentially closed off access - 

even recreational opportunities
● Conservation is already considered as a use 

under the Federal Land Policy and 
Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA)
a. Me in WSJ: “But all uses of land entail 

conservation. The aim of the rule is to 
reduce sustained-yield land uses like 
grazing, mining and timber in favor of 
recreation spaces, watershed 
preservation, wildlife and fish 
protection, and “natural scenic, 
scientific, and historical values.”



Conservation Leases = Offsetting



Proposed SEC Rule to List NACs on NYSE

The Security and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) has proposed a 
new rule to list natural asset 
companies on the N.Y. Stock 
Exchange: 

● Published October 4th, 
comments closed on October 
25th



SEC Listing Standards for Natural Asset Companies

● Why this new New York Stock Exchange Listing Standard? 
○ “Ending the overconsumption of and underinvestment in nature 

requires bringing natural assets into the financial mainstream. To 
that end, the Exchange proposes to adopt listing standards to 
introduce a new type of public company called a NAC…” - SEC



Who Will Oversee NACs? 
The Security and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has proposed a new rule to list 
natural asset companies on the N.Y. 
Stock Exchange: 

● Published October 4th, comments 
closed on October 25th



Sustainable Revenue-Generating Operations: 
Carbon Credits

“In conducting its 
revenue-generating operations, a 
NAC could monetize ecosystem 
services that have markets ( e.g., 
through the sale of carbon 
credits).” - SEC Rule



What are NACs?  
● A New Type of ESG Investment

○ Kiplinger in September 2021



Intrinsic Exchange Group

Three Use Areas

● Natural 
● Working
● Hybrid

○ Conservation 
Areas made up of 
federal, state, & 
private lands



NACs Would Mimic “Institutional Farmland 
Ownership”

● NACs also parallels corporate 
farming efforts - commonly 
referred to as “institutional 
farmland ownership" to usher 
in the “the separation of 
farming operations from its 
capital base.” 

https://documents.nuveen.com/Documents/global/Default.aspx?uniqueId=FD737FA7-B53B-4C47-BB73-04C268A8F399&subid=6%7C7
https://documents.nuveen.com/Documents/global/Default.aspx?uniqueId=FD737FA7-B53B-4C47-BB73-04C268A8F399&subid=6%7C7
https://documents.nuveen.com/Documents/global/Default.aspx?uniqueId=FD737FA7-B53B-4C47-BB73-04C268A8F399&subid=6%7C7


Con’t

● NACs also parallels corporate 
farming efforts - commonly 
referred to as “institutional 
farmland ownership" to usher 
in the “the separation of 
farming operations from its 
capital base.” 

“Institutional investors, who invest 
third-party capital, can act as 
stewards helping to implement 
appropriate ESG policies and 
procedures that inform the land 
acquisition due diligence process 
and the ongoing management of 
the farmland.” - Nuveen

https://documents.nuveen.com/Documents/global/Default.aspx?uniqueId=FD737FA7-B53B-4C47-BB73-04C268A8F399&subid=6%7C7
https://documents.nuveen.com/Documents/global/Default.aspx?uniqueId=FD737FA7-B53B-4C47-BB73-04C268A8F399&subid=6%7C7
https://documents.nuveen.com/Documents/global/Default.aspx?uniqueId=FD737FA7-B53B-4C47-BB73-04C268A8F399&subid=6%7C7


Questions? 

Let’s connect!

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/thegabbyhoffman

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/gabriella_hoffman

Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/gabby_hoffman

Email: gabriella.hoffman@iwf.org / ghoffman@cfact.org

https://www.facebook.com/thegabbyhoffman
https://www.instagram.com/gabriella_hoffman
https://www.twitter.com/gabby_hoffman
mailto:ghoffman@cfact.org

